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Gov. Bill Ritter announces Friday that Vestas Americas will build two plants to manu-

facture components for wind-powered generators and a research and development
facility in Brighton. Behind him at a Capitol news conference are state Economic
Development Director Don Elliman, left, Upstate Colorado EDC's Larry Burkhardt, Weld
County Commission Chariman Bill Jerke and Brighton Mayor Jan Pawlowski.
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It’s a wind win for Brighton

Gov. Bill Ritter doubled the good
news for Brighton’s and Colorado’s
economy on Friday, announcing that
1,350 jobs — not 650 — will be gener-
ated by the presence of Vestas
Americas in Brighton.

He told media representatives at a
Capitol news conference that, in fact,
in addition to the previously
announced $180 million windmill
blade-manufacturing company, a $50
million nacelle assembly factory will
generate another 700 jobs. A news
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release from the governor’s office
explained nacelles are the turbine
housing units that sit atop the tower
and contain key components such as
the gearbox, generator and trans-
former.

Brighton’s plant will be Vestas’
largest nacelle-assembly factory in
the world.

A technology and production
engineering office also will be locat-
ed at the Brighton site.

That site is a 112-acre parcel south
of Weld County Road 6 and east of
U.S. 85, sold to Denmark-based
Vestas by the city of Brighton. An
adjoining 66 acres owned by the
Regional Transportation District also
has been sold to Vestas. All will be
annexed into Brighton.

see ‘Wind’ on page 2

Three days

Today

5 p.m. and 6 p.m. - Tours of the Women’s and New-
born Center, Platte Valley Medical, 1600 Prairie Center
Parkway, meet in the main lobby by the fireplace, free

Tuesday

10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. — Story Time, Brighton
Library, 575 S. Eighth Ave., 303-659-2572

7 p.m. - City Council meeting, City Hall Council
Chambers, 22 S. Fourth Ave., 303-655-2043

Wednesday

9:30 a.m. - County Board of Commissioners meet-
ing, County Building, 450 S. 4th Ave., 303-659-2120

5 p.m. - Rangeview Library District Board meeting,
Support Services offices, 11658 N. Huron, Northglenn

Gas gauge

$ 3 7 3 .9 Lowest unleaded price
. at 7 p.m. Sunday:

« Western station on East Bridge Street

« U-Pump-lt stations on E. Bridge and S. Main

+ Gas-a-Mat station on S. Main
« Kings Soopers station on East Bromley, with discount card

Funeral notice

Mary Burback, 96, of Thornton, died Aug. 13. She was
born in Mead to Henry and Anna Marie (Rudy) Wagner.
She married Henry Burback Sr. She farmed in the Fort
Lupton and Keenesburg areas. Survivors include sons
Melvin of Henderson, Robert (Brenda) of Thornton,
Henry (Glenda) of Henderson; daughter Anna Kipp of
Roggen; 14 grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren and
1 great-great-grandchild. Visitation, 9 a.m. Tuesday;
funeral services follow at 10 a.m. at Tabor-Rice Funeral
Home. Interment at the ElImwood Cemetery. Inmediate-
ly following burial, family and friends are invited to a
reception at the 4-H Building at the Adams County Fair-
grounds, 9755 Henderson Road.Full obituary: Tabor-
Rice.
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That RTD acreage originally was
part of the land that was to be the
site of the Union Pacific rail yard.
RTD General Manager Cal Marsella
admitted that in addition to plan-
ning and leadership, “plain dumb
luck” weighed into the sale to
Vestas.

Marsella was one of several offi-
cials who spoke Friday.

Brighton Mayor Jan Pawlowski
called the deal “our Olympic Gold
Medal,” and said it reinforces that
Brighton is “a strategic and conven-
ient place to do business ...”

Laura Brandt of the Metro Denver
Economic Development Corp.
explained that when the Union
Pacific deal fell through, RTD was
required to offer the land back to the
original Fort Lupton-Brighton area
property owners who sold it for the
rail yards.

“Luckily for the project, no one
wanted to land back” for the price
they were paid plus fees incurred in
the closing.

She said that made it possible to
entertain Vestas’ unsolicited offer.

Larry Burkhardt, CEO of Upstate
Colorado Economic Development,
said he was “thrilled to be a part of
the expanding renewable-energy
efforts and I feel it propels Colorado
to a greater leadership position.”

Ritter said yet another Vestas
plant — the one that manufactures
the towers that hold the blades and
nacelles — will be built in Colorado.
The site hasn’t been determined.

Ritter said that all told, the exist-
ing Vestas plant in Windsor, the two
planned Brighton facilities and the
tower plant represent a nearly $700
million capital investment and 2,450
jobs in Colorado.

Vestas officials, unable to attend
the conference on Friday, explained
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As rain falls outside the Capitol,Mayor Jan
Pawlowski calls Friday “a sunny day for
Brighton” with the announcement of 1,350
new jobs at the proposed windmill manu-
facturing plants.
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in their own news release that
Brighton’s central location, easy
access to rail and highways, access
to a highly skilled workforce, a
favorable business climate and
strong commitment from state and
local leaders to Colorado’s energy
economy convinced them to locate
in Brighton.

Its proximity to the Windsor plant
also was mentioned.

Pawlowski said after the news
conference that the schedule to open
the plant is on a fast track.

“We'll start to see things happen
in September,” she said. “They want
to be open by next fall.”

Full production at the blade man-
ufacturer is expected by spring
2010. The nacelle factory is expected
to be fully operational by mid-2010.

At full capacity, that factory will
produce 1,400 nacelles a year; the
blade plant is expected to turn out
3,600 wind-turbine blades a year;
and the tower plant is expected to
manufacture 900 towers annually.

Observatory Park
proposed name for

Bromley Creek site

Like stars? The Brighton
Astronomy Group does and has pro-
posed that the park at 22nd Avenue
and Bromley Lane be named
Brighton Observatory Park.

The Parks and Rec Department
has solicited name ideas and the
group is submitting the name on a
petition.

This park is used every month
and on special occasions as a site for
more than 24 outreach activities dur-
ing the year, according to an astron-
omy group founder Wes Walkey,
bringing “the fascination, perspec-
tive, wonder and joy of astronomy
to thousands of children, teens and
adults in Brighton.”

The Brighton Astronomy Group’s
mission is to promote the enjoyment
and understanding of astronomical
history, lore and phenomena by pro-
viding educational and observation
opportunities and outreach activities
for members, and to the general
public, he said.

For more information on the
Brighton Astronomy Group or the
park naming petition, contact
Walkey at 303-655-7996.
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