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Community & Economic Development 
Department

The Community & Economic Development 
Department serves Adams County through 
an integrated and equitable approach to 
planning and community investment. We 
partner with neighborhoods, businesses, 
agencies, and others to bring about 
positive change for Adams County.



Role of the Economic Development 

https://chooseadams.org/



Adams County at a Glance

• Total Population (2025): 551,861
➢Persons under the age of 18 years: 24%
➢Persons 65 years and older: 12%
➢Median Age: 32 years old

• Minority Majority
➢White: 44.6%
➢Hispanic or Latino: 43.7%
➢Asian:5.1%
➢Black: 4.8%
➢All other: 1.8%

• 1 of 6 Counties in the Denver MSA (3M)

• County Seat: Brighton

• Largest City: Thornton

• Nexus in the region’s transportation network:
➢I-25, I-70, I-76, I-270, and E-47
➢Class I and Class III Rail lines

• +/- 98% of DIA bordered by Adams County



Demographics & Income



Population



Who We Are: Demographics Snapshot



Household Incomes

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey , ESRI (2025)

Jurisdiction
Median Household Income 

2024

Adams County $100,686

Colorado $96,871

United States $81,604

• Adams County now exceeds both state and 
national medians. 



Employment & Workforce



Industry Cluster

Source: Adams County Economic Development, Bureau of Labor Statistics QCEW 2025



Adams County 
Employment by Industry

Source: Lightcast 2025



Adams County Employment 
Growth by Sector (2020-2025)

Source: Lightcast 2025



Largest Primary Employers



Business Size



Workforce

Source: Esri, 2025



Development Activity



Adams County 
Development Activity

Calendar Year Applications 
Received

Permits 
Issued

Reviews 
Completed

Inspections 
Completed

Total Permit 
Revenue

2022 4,026 3,592 3,341 11,760 $          3,821,221 

2023 4,391 4,177 2,285 12,108 $          4,983,254 

2024 4,661 4,456 2,090 13,217 $          4,405,551 

2025 4,245 3,999 2,084 11,859 $          4,461,379 

2026 (Q1) 798 717 438 3,136 $              994,387 



Commercial Inventory 

Source: Costar Q2 2026



New Development Trends 

Source: Costar Q2 2026



Housing



Housing: Median Home Prices

Adams County, generally viewed as an affordable 
place to buy a home in the metro area, consistently 
tracks with statewide trends.

Source: Colorado Association of Realtors – Market Trend Data

Source: Colorado Relators Association Current as of March 4, 2026. All data from the multiple listing services in the state of Colorado. Report © 2026 ShowingTime Plus, LLC.



Adams County Housing & Growth
Market Realities + Opportunity

Adams County, generally viewed as an affordable 
place to buy a home in the metro area, consistently 
tracks with statewide trends.

Source: Colorado Association of Realtors – Market Trend Data

Source: Colorado Relators Association Current as of March 4, 2026. All data from the multiple listing services in the state of Colorado. Report © 2026 ShowingTime Plus, LLC.

Housing Needs Assessment (2025 - 2026)
• Strong Growth Driving Demand

➢ 90,000 residents since 2010 
➢ 98,000 projected by 2036 

• Housing Supply is Constrained
✓ Vacancy at only 3.5%, indicating a tight market
✓ Development pipeline dominated by single-family homes

• Affordability Gap is Significant
➢ Median home price $517,000 (nearly doubled since 2015) 
➢ Household income needed to afford median home: $164,000+

• Majority of Need is Lower-Income
➢ 54–61% of renters are cost-burdened
➢ 95% of unmet need is for households ≤80% AMI

• Future Need 
➢ 8,435 units needed in unincorporated Adams County by 2036 
➢ 37,000+ units needed countywide by 2036 
➢ 55% of future demand is expected to be rental housing 



Response to Housing

✓ Notable Initiatives: 
➢ Invested $21M of ARPA in housing projects, creating & preserving 1,200 affordable units. 
➢ Updated Development Standards and Comp Plan to support housing needs. 
➢ Water Master Plan (2026) to support utility/infrastructure planning for future demand. 

✓ Private Activity Bonds (PAB)
➢ $6.4M in 2022 – Development of 94 units at 60% AMI or below in Commerce City. 
➢ $6.9M in 2023 – Preservation of 160 units at 60% AMI or below in Thornton. 
➢ $7.3M in 2024 – Development of 100-150 units at 80% AMI or below in Welby. 
➢ $7.6M in 2025 – Development of  117 units at 70% AMI or below in Welby & Renovation 

of 51 units (senior housing) at 60% AMI or below in Northglenn.
➢ $8.0M in 2026  – Letters of Interest currently in review

✓ Housing Strategic Plans (2026)
➢ Nexus Study
➢ Housing Needs Assessment
➢ Balanced Housing Plan
➢ Consolidated Housing Plan



Active Urban Renewal AreasAviation & Aerospace



Active Urban Renewal AreasAerotropolis

Colorado Aerotropolis:
An urban development model where 
infrastructure, land use, and economic activity 
are centered around an airport. The 2016 
“conceptual boundary” represents the area of 
influence that impacts or will be impacted by the 
current and future economic conditions, both on 
and off the airport.



Active Urban Renewal AreasAirport Coordination 



Active Urban Renewal AreasDevelopment Parcels

Dated Certificate No. Acres
24-Feb-22 000001 35.320
24-Feb-22 000002 3.012
24-Feb-22 000003 3.105

31-Mar-23 000004 97.000

31-Mar-23 000005 30.000
Total 168.437

Development Parcel Tracking Acres
Total Allowed 1,500.000 

Total Designated 168.437 

Total Remaining 1,331.563 



Colorado Air & Space Port (CASP)



Adams County
 Revitalization Authority



Active Urban Renewal AreasEnterprise Zone 

Benefits of an Enterprise Zone

• Lower Tax Burden
• Reduced Cost of Expansion
• Supports workforce and 

community improvements



Active Urban Renewal AreasEnterprise Zone 



Strategic Location                  Inclusive Growth & Talent Development                Pro-Business, Partner-Oriented



Thank You

Bill Aiken, AICP

Deputy Director, Community & Economic Development
4430 S. Adams County Pkwy, 1st Floor, STE W2000A
Brighton, CO 80601-8213
Direct: 720.523.6842 | baiken@adamscountyco.gov

mailto:baiken@adcogov.org
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